
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ariel Belasen       

Department: Economics and Finance     Phone Number: (618) 650-2940 

E-mail Address: abelase@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1102 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

AH 3144. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Over the last 50 years, Medicare and Medicaid have provided quality healthcare coverage at a far lower cost than 

their privately-provided counterparts. Part of the reason costs are lower is that these programs benefit from targeting 

a specific demographic group (elderly or poor households) as opposed to general coverage. But recent proposals to 

move to medicaid-for-all would obviously alter that structure. This study will examine the economic impacts, both 

positive and negative, of such a transition. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The student will collect data from publicly available sources (CMS and Census). The student will work directly with 

me running an analysis so that he or she can put together results for a presentation at the Undergraduate Symposium. 

Specific responsibilities include:  

   1. Collecting data  

   2. Examining relevant literature  

   3. Writing and presenting findings 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

My student will learn:  

   1. How to comprehend and work with large economic data sets.  

   2. How to professionally write an economic research paper.  

   3. How to professionally present their results. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

At least a B in MS251 or an equivalent statistics course. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Applications will be reviewed as they come in so be sure to apply as soon as possible. 


